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HISTORICAL BREWERY FLATSHISTORICAL BREWERY FLATS

Photo Courtesy of Fergus County Library
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STRAIGHTENED AND ENTRENCHED STRAIGHTENED AND ENTRENCHED 
CHANNEL OF BIG SPRING CREEKCHANNEL OF BIG SPRING CREEK

MFWP ACQUIRED PROPERTY IN 1985 FOR FAS



PROJECT OBJECTIVESPROJECT OBJECTIVES

•• Restore natural channel form and Restore natural channel form and 
functionfunction

•• Create and enhance wetland acreageCreate and enhance wetland acreage
•• Enhance resident fish populationsEnhance resident fish populations
•• Provide increased opportunities for Provide increased opportunities for 

public enjoyment of fish, wildlife public enjoyment of fish, wildlife 
and park resourcesand park resources



HURDLES AND ROAD BLOCKSHURDLES AND ROAD BLOCKS



PREPRE--PROJECT HURDLESPROJECT HURDLES
•• Infrastructure constraints?Infrastructure constraints?

City waterlines City waterlines 
•• Industrial site contamination?Industrial site contamination?

Test pits to check for hazardous wasteTest pits to check for hazardous waste
•• Channel stability/erosion threats?Channel stability/erosion threats?

Minimized with proper designMinimized with proper design
•• Sources of funding?Sources of funding?

Federal Sport Fish Restoration, Future Fisheries Federal Sport Fish Restoration, Future Fisheries 
Improvement, Federal Highways, Fergus Improvement, Federal Highways, Fergus 
County inCounty in--kindkind
Total cost approximately $400,000 Total cost approximately $400,000 



CONSTRUCTION ROADBLOCK #1CONSTRUCTION ROADBLOCK #1

LOT’S O’MUD

Construction began in 1998



BRING ON THE COBBLE !BRING ON THE COBBLE !
Cobble added in 1999



CONSTRUCTION ROADBLOCK #2CONSTRUCTION ROADBLOCK #2

LACK OF STREAMBANK VEGETATION

1999



BRING ON THE VEGETATION !BRING ON THE VEGETATION !

1999

2000



BRING ON THE WATER !BRING ON THE WATER !
Water turned in - 2000



NEW CHANNEL CONSTRUCTIONNEW CHANNEL CONSTRUCTION
19981998



COMPLETED CHANNEL COMPLETED CHANNEL 
20032003



WETLAND RESPONSEWETLAND RESPONSE

INCREASES IN WETLAND ACRES = 5.2INCREASES IN WETLAND ACRES = 5.2

INCREASES IN FUNCTIONAL UNITS = 73INCREASES IN FUNCTIONAL UNITS = 73



FISHERIES RESPONSEFISHERIES RESPONSE

Brewery Flats
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INGREDIENTS FOR PROJECT 
SUCCESS 

PARTNERSHIPSPARTNERSHIPS
Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks  
Federal Sport Fish Restoration Program 
Montana Department of Transportation
Big Spring Creek Watershed Partnership 
Inter-Fluve, Inc.
Rowe Excavation
Society of American Foresters
Fergus County
Fergus County Conservation District
U.S. Natural Resource and Conservation Service
City of Lewistown
Lewistown Public School System
Montana Conservation Corp
Boy Scouts of America



ENTHUSIASMENTHUSIASM



PATIENCE/PERSEVERANCEPATIENCE/PERSEVERANCE
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